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97 REWIND 


CHARTING 12 MONTHS OF ESSENTIAL MUSIC 


with Autechre, Mouse On Mars John Fahey, 

Evan Parker, Porter Ricks Robert Wyatt and more 
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your monthly exploration of new music 


10 Global Ear: Mongolia 

Michael Ormiston returns to Ulaanbataar to assess the state of traditional Mongolian overtone singing, in a 
city where the number one song is about a peeping-tom celibate monk 

12 Bites 

Add N To X Synthesized seduction Morgan Gcist What's driving MG? Ulrich Krieger Saxophone drone 
Helmut Lemke Sound thinker Label lore: Winter & Winter Freefall: Cathedrals of music 

18 Drexciya 

■Mommy, what’s an esoterrorist?’ Detroit's most enigmatic underground Techno duo use the Black 
Atlantic’s migratory routes as the grid for their subaquatic assaults on logic. By Kodwo Eshun 

22 Secret History of Film Music 

The impact of HipHop on Hollywood sound design is as much about deep bass as a shared obsession with 

24 Ralf Wehowsky 

Also known as RLW, this Frankfurt based minimal noise composer constructs hermetic soundworlds from 
the most unforgiving of sources, with a little help from his friends. By Rahma Khazam 

26 Mark Hollis 

Breaking a seven year silence to discuss his first solo album, the UK’s most idiosyncratic singer/composer 
reveals the pressures that destroyed Talk Talk at the peak of their power. By Rob Young 

30 Invisible Jukebox: Tortoise 

Chicago’s dub damaged post-rockers try to identify tracks by Tom & Jerry, Mouse On Mare, Augustus 

34 1997 Rewind 

Our fast track through the pros and cons of the year: all the Charts that count in our Critics' Choice; 
commentaries from 1997's leading players; plus Wire writers reflect on the past 12 months of music activity 

42 Mati Klarwein 

From his Mediterranean home base, the painter of classic album artwork for Miles Davis, Santana and Jon 
Hassell reveals their meaning to Rob Young 


reviews 

4 7 Soundcheck January's selected albums and 12’s, including new releases from AMM, Billy Bang, Tim 
Berne, Uri Caine, Pascal Comelade, Miles Davis, Einsturzende Neubauten, Alec Empire, Faust Morton Feldman, 
Gastr Del Sol, Morgan Geist, Loren Mazzacane Connors, John McLaughlin, Royal Trux, David Slusser, SME, Sofa 
Surfers, Unknown Public, DJ Vadim and more 64 On Location Going live: Anglo-German avant fest in 
London; Laibach in Serbia; volcanic performances in Lanzarote; Huddersfield highlights 68 Print Run New 
music books: Haight Ashbury revisited; a Rough Guide to reggae; reading jazz by the pound 



: Editorial 6 Letters I Soundings January's selected live events, festivals, happenings, dub spaces 
and radio 46 Charts 1 2 Back Issues 3 Subscribe and hag a 
2 A Epiphanies How the greatest rock riff of all time changed Peter Shapiro's 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, or e-mail: thejmre@ukonlme.co.uk. Please include a M 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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include live jamming from Skip Mcdonald’s 
dub-roots outfit Little Axe, jazz moves by Tonys 
Kofi and Remy, DJIng from Ritu, A-Sides, and 
Metalheadz’s Nathan Haines, and plenty more. 
























HARMONIA 76 

THE LEGENDARY LOST ALBUM 

BRIAN ENO 

HANS JOACHIM ROEDELIUS 
MICHAEL ROTHER 
DIETER MOEBIUS 

PREVIOUSLY UNRELEASED WORKS 
FROM THE FIRST MEETING OF 
HARMONIA AND BRIAN ENO 1976 

RELEASE: 12.1.’98 
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Ben Watson’s Frank Zappa: the negative Dialectics of Poodle Play set out ‘to 
rewire everything we think we know about the politics of culture'. In Art, 
Class & Cleavage, he pursues this lead and starts digging up cables in the street. 


‘ART, CLASS & CLEAVAGE IS A FUNNY 
AND BRILLIANT BOOK. IT PROVIDES 
EVIDENCE THAT RADICALISM 
SURVIVES IN ITS MOST EXCITING AND 
EXACTING FORMS’petergckroyd 
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Quantulumcunque Concerning Materialist Esthetix 


Ben Watson 
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•Our technology forces us to live mythically * - Marshall McLuhan 











] Tribal Gathering, you can still hear DJs saying electronic music is c 

















harmonia mundi 


WINTER & WINTER 
































In the latest reel of his secret history of film music, Philip Brophy explores the impact of 
HipHop gun law on US movies, and details how Spike Lee expropriated early 20th century 
Americana for black cinema 
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German composer Ralf Wehowsky (aka RLW) lovingly 
creates hermetic soundworlds out of endless reworkings of 
past materials. They might be difficult to enter, but once there, 
they’re even harder to leave. Words: Rahma Khazam 










i 



■ return from 
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As the prime mover behind 
Talk Talk, Mark Hollis threw 
off the shackles of a pop 
existence to create the 
bleakest, yet most lyrical 
orchestral rock this side of 
Scott Walker. This year, he 
breaks a seven year silence 
with a brand new solo album. 

Words: Rob Young. 
Photography: Frank Bauer 



thing about that is,” Hollis explains, "everything’s just recorded off this pair of mics at 












U It feels bizarre to me that there should be 
no change. That feels really weird to me J J 



















invisible jukebox 






invisible jukebox 





Another 12 months has flashed past again (as if you didn’t know it), and we’ve called on our 
crack team of music writers and critics to vote for their favourite records of 1997 . The results 
are displayed over the next six pages, alongside Wire contributors’ personal pros and cons, 
and reflections from some of the year’s high-scoring musicians 
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LUSH LIFE 

From Salvador Dali to Miles Davis, from Jimi Hendrix to Jon HasseE and beyond, artist 
Mati Klarwein makes the connections between surrealism, African-Americanism, hippydom 
and the Fourth World. Words: Rob Young 
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lit brief jazz/improv 


Reviewed by Chris Blackford « ei • ■ rl < *■« *<* ' ™' >» 



Sandoz Lab Technicians 
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Going live: festivals, concerts, clubs in the flesh 

location 







on location 














on location 



his misty "Fog Tropes' and 













new notes at a glance 

information from SPNM 
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run 


New music books: read, raved about, roughed up 
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everyone needs a little discipline in their lives 

Kin g Crimson Videos 

Three of a Perfect Pair 

LIVE IN JAPAN 1984-£12 

The Noise 

LIVE AT FRtlUS 1982 £12 


Discipline Global Mobile 



http://www.melt2000.com 





















































































































































American primitives 

Our New Year offer: choose ONE Revenant CD plus a year’s supply of The Wire for just £30 




Return this form (or a photocopy) to: The Wire Magazine, FREEPOST, 45-46 Poland St, London W1E 3EL Fax: 0171 287 4767. E-mail: the_wire@ukonline.co.uk 
(Your free CD will be sent separately, after the offer closes — please be patient) NB: This is a limited offer: subscribe now to avoid disappointment! 



Tel: 0171 734 3555 ■ Fax: 0171 287 4767 WIRE 


Subscribe via the Web: http://www.dfuse.com/the-wire 


































epiphanies 

In the first of a new series, Peter Shapiro has his life 
changed by the greatest riffs of all time 
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15 Years In an Open "Boat" 













